




















































































































































































































friends as well as a crew. Gun crews usually
became good friends but these two were like
brothers. Even though he was the assistant
gunner, Booker was the more serious of the
two while Kelso was the wild devil-may-
care type. They were a good gun and could
be counted on when the shit got thick.

With the village secured and everything
back to as normal as it could get, everybody
started to let down a little. Even the villag-
ers, sensing that we were not going to cause
any pain that day, began to joke and barter
with us. It wasn’t long before the first enter-
prising young Vietnamese appeared with a
net bag filled with cokes and beer for a buck
apiece. We all knew the routine. Someone
asked the boy, who at the very outside was
nine years old, ‘‘Can you get some real
booze?”’

“Sure GI, no sweat! What you want?
American whiskey, numba one dinkey dau
smoke, anything you want I get. I numba
one man this whole village."’

Our medic shunned any dealings with the
local black market and tried in vain to run
the kids off, but the one persistent young
boy kept at him.

**OK kid, if you can get a bottle of
Beefeater gin, I'll buy it.”’

““What this Beefeater?’’ asked the boy and
we all tried to describe the bottle to him. The
kid took off with everyone making bets as to
whether he would come back or not. Unbe-
lievably, he returned 20 minutes later with a
green bottle of Beefeater gin. We all made the
medic cough up the $20 for the bottle while the
young boy beamed at the attention and look of
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respect in the medic’s eyes.

The booze was all the same whether the
bottle said Vodka or Seagrams Seven. The
label would look authentic but there was a
small line of print at the bottom of the bottle
that said ‘‘Genuine American Cocktail-
Type Whiskey: made in Hong Kong.’” It
tasted like rotgut but it was booze and what
the hell, it suited the times. The preferred
brand was Silver Fox 45 because although
you knew it was rotgut, the name had an air
of aristocracy about it.

Kelso and Booker bought a bottle of
generic booze and some warm cokes and
started swigging it down. I started digging
on the hole as they tried to coax some of the
local girls into coming nearer. They were
simple farm girls and other than giggling
and pointing, would come no closer.

With the heat and hot booze it wasn’t long
before Kelso and Booker were pretty well
lit. I knew they would probably be all right
by the time guard came around but I de-
clined to indulge — just in case. The dig-
ging was easy because of the soft sand and it
wasn’t long before I had the hole about
waist deep. I looked up to see that Booker
had donned both his and Kelso’s .45s and
pistol belts. He walked up to Kelso like a
gunslinger, drew a pistol and cocked the
hammer back. He placed the muzzle be-
tween Kelso’s eyes and pulled the trigger.
“Click.”

““Gotcha!”’ Booker laughed.

*‘Oh yeah, I'll show you ‘gotcha
laughed Kelso as he bent over to pick up the
machine gun, propped on its bipod along-
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side the hole. I shook my head and went
back to digging. While Kelso was bent
over, Booker pulled out the other .45, drop-
ped the magazine and placed the muzzle in
Kelso’s butt.

BOOM!

I dropped to the bottom of the hole think-
ing, *‘I"ve got to be hit, no one could miss
from that close!”

After realizing [ wasn’t hit I looked up to
see Keslo and Booker frozen in the most
ridiculous pose I’ve ever seen. Kelso was
still bent over the gun with Booker still
holding the smoking .45 in his ass. The only
thing that didn’t fit was the look on their
faces. Their eyes were big and round with
an ‘‘oh shit”” expression in them. Very,
very slowly Kelso stood and reached back to
grab his butt with both hands.

“‘Oh, oh, oh”’ was all that Kelso could
say as he started to dance around, holding
his butt with both hands. I jumped out of the
hole and laid him down face first, and pulled
down his pants. Blood began to boil out of
his butt like a spring. Grabbing a field dress-
ing I stuffed it in the crack of his ass.

““‘Goddamn it, Booker, get down here
and help me,”’ I yelled at the A-gunner who
was staring down at us with a look of total
disbelief on his face.

I grabbed Booker by the wrist and pulled
his hand to the dressing. ‘‘Hold pressure,
hard, until I get back.”’ I took off on a dead
run toward the platoon CP where I knew
Doc would be, yelling **‘MEDIC’” at the top
of my lungs. All along the line people were
in their holes, loaded and cocked, thinking
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behind the rock and changed into my pants.
This done he rushed back with his and
offered them to me.

Desperate as I was to hurry off, I accepted
this offer (thereby trying to break down the
robber-victim barrier) and leapt into them,
possible only because Afghan pants have
very wide leg openings and boots pass
through with no effort. He then demanded
my watch once again. I asked if he would
shoot me, or let me go, if I gave ittohim. He
said I could go. Zap the watch was off and
given with the very best wishes for his long
and happy life.

In return he unexpectedly removed the
roll of toilet paper from the pockets of my
former pants, gave it to me, and ordered me
to hurry off. With a very tangible twitch
between my shoulder blades, I strode (large
strides) away toward the ridgetop, departing
without a backward glance at the gunman or
my plundered possessions. My only con-
cern was to put as much space between us as
possible before his companions closed up.

No shots followed and, as soon as I
cleared the ridge, I ran like an Olympic
sprinter, convinced that I had only survived
the encounter because of the watch. Had the
bandit shot me, he would have had to squab-
ble over ownership of the watch with his
fellow robbers. As he was young, I presume
he was the youngest of the band and least
likely to end up with it. By letting me go, he
would be able to say I had no personal
possessions worth having, other than my
pants, which he would wear with pride as a
symbol of his martial prowess and victory.

The watch had been a gift from my
brothers. Little did they, or I, realize that
one day it would buy me my life.

It was only just after 1100. Further ahead
I caught up with the escort who had run off.
Together we walked on to the next karagi.
Here a three-man escort was arranged, with
suggestions that I delay a day before moving
on. Already far behind schedule, and only a
three hour walk from Paghman, I was keen
to push on. I dismissed another suggestion
to wait until dark.

We set off across fields and through a
small thicket into a gully. Before leaving the
gully the eldest escort, the other two being
distressingly young, advised that we split up
and move out one at a time while crossing
the front of an exposed ridge. 1 gathered
from this that the path wasn’t quite as secure
as had been claimed.

I brought up the rear, allowing plenty of
time for a good-sized gap. By the time I
emerged from the gully, the others were
well ahead. I picked up my pace to try and
close the gap slightly. I must have been
halfway round, still some 200 meters from
cover in the next gully, when a heavy cali-
ber round thudded into the ground. Nobody
seemed to react to this all-too-frequent ex-
perience. Just a chance round coming in.
Then a loud rush of air screamed past, fol-
lowed by an explosion 20 yards ahead.
Flame and black smoke leapt up 10 yards off
the track.

Everybody began to run for all they were
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worth. The track was completely exposed and
safety depended on reaching the gully ahead.
Before the explosion died away, hundreds of
rounds began to spatter all around, kicking up
dirt and sparks. They were all nearly spent but
lethal nonetheless. It was obvious now that we
were under fire from several Afghan army
posts.

Another rush of air and [ instinctively
flinched tight before the inevitable explo-
sion. Much too small to be tank or artillery
fire. Not even large enough for mortar fire,
unless a 60mm one, but it didn’t sound like
incoming mortars. It didn’t sound like
RPGs either. I was at a total loss to account
for all these rapid explosions as I sprinted
pell-mell down the path, bent double in a
low crouch. Then I realized what the explo-
sions were; AGS-17 grenades were raining
down on us.

More explosions went off in front, beside
and behind me. All the time hundreds of
rounds were clipping past, some falling short
and spraying dirt up over the track, others
ricocheting off rocks with loud metallic
twangs. The gully never seemed to get any
closer. Dust and acrid smoke hung over the
path. Another explosion, frighteningly close
by, cast a fleeting yellowish glow across the
ground from its deep red core.

With every ounce of remaining strength,
I lunged forward and made for the scattered
cover of the gully, diving behind a rock next
to my mujahid escort. The cover was only
illusionary; just a thin screen of trees and
bushes through which dozens of rounds
thwacked as they clipped branches and
chewed up bark. We squeezed up in tight
balls behind the rock waiting for 82mm
mortars to stonk us.

The volume of fire died away now that we
were out of sight. Only then did I become
aware of a burning sensation just above my
left hip. AsIrolled up my shirt, a thin trickle
of blood slid down from a slight cut. I'd
been hit. The miniscule wound bore no rela-
tion to the size of shock it gave me to realize
I'd been hit by either fragmentation from a
grenade or a passing round. [ stared at the
small wound in disbelief, then took out my
penknife to dig out what felt like a burning
bus lodged in my side. Having established
that the wound really wasn’t serious, the
pain seemed to die away and, rather than
make matters worse with the penknife, I
sprinkled antibiotic powder over it instead
and tucked my shirt back in. I was furious
with myself for not having brought a proper
medical kit. I'd never allowed myself to
travel without one before. It could so easily
have been more serious. I vowed never
again to be caught out by such a stupid
blunder.

I also found I was very disoriented by the
AGS-17 fire as all posts I could see were at
least a thousand meters away. I was sure the
AGS-17 only had a 500 meter effective
range. Later I checked this out and found I
was off by 500 meters. So time spent wor-
rying about where the presumably closer,
but unseen, AGS-17 post was located was
unnecessary. Not knowing the capabilities
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mediate vicinity. Some short-falling, others
just passing over. The path was full of little
knots of Afghans advancing by quick hur-
ried dashes between salvos. Just a subtle
reminder that nothing is ever guaranteed in
Afghanistan except unexpected risk.

Mid-morning the next day I waited by the
roadside outside Duranie while transport
was arranged. As I sat under a blazing-hot
sun I watched mujahideen mounting road-
blocks. It reminded me very much of Leba-
non. Every few miles along the road diffe-
rent armed groups each set up their own
roadblocks. It was to be like this all the way
back to Pakistan. It slowed travel down and
created friction between parties.

Some analysts expect to see Afghanistan
fractured into countless little fiefdoms con-
trolled by warlords, all trying to extort as
much out of rival groups as possible. This
had been coined ‘‘the Lebanonization of
Afghanistan.”’ It is easy to see this dis-
astrous scenario as a possible future for Af-
ghanistan unless the factions are able, in
their own best interest, to overcome the
intense rivalry that currently exists.

Of all the commanders in Afghanistan,
my feeling is that Massoud is the only one
with the potential to bring even nominal
unity to the country. He is the only major
field commander to have spent the entire 10
years of the war based inside Afghanistan.
His has been a daily struggle in the harsh
mountains of the north while facing the
strongest Soviet drives to crush the guerril-
las. Now, when the Soviets have left the

field to the beleaguered forces -of the Na-
jibullah government, is the time when the
mujahideen must close ranks and show that
they are capable, not just of hit-and-run
guerrilla tactics, but of the unified and sus-
tained techniques of conventional warfare.
Now is the time when the mujahideen need a
strong leader in the field. A man of diploma-
tic as well as martial skills, able to unite the
rival factions into a coherent force capable
of taking Kabul. In my mind there is little
doubt that Massoud is the man of the hour.

When the ubiquitous Toyota pickup
finally arrived, everyone made a lunge for it
to secure their seat. As ever it was packed
beyond all belief with men, guns and equip-
ment. It lurched to a sudden start which
rocked all in the back, but we were wedged
so tightly together, nobody was dislodged.
Sitting in the back and coated in the thick
clouds of choking dust kicked up in its
wake, I watched Afghanistan receding from
sight as night closed in, and we raced for the
safety of Pakistan.

As the pickup sped on into the darkening
night, I thought back over the past 10 years,
of the heat and dust, the cold and wet, the
long night marches, times of starvation and
times of plenty, of laughter and tragedy, of
all the Afghans I’ve accompanied into bat-
tle, of those who gave their lives. . .

I recalled the last lines of a famous Af-
ghan poem:

‘“Now, when our house its mourning
wears,

Do not thyself give way to tears:

Instruct our eldest son that I

Was ever anxious thus to die,

For when death comes the brave are
free. ..

So in thy dreams remember me.”’

The Afghans aren’t free yet, but certainly
the war in Afghanistan will haunt my
dreams. ®

COMBAT
WEAPONCRAFT

Continued from page 14

fire also tends to unnerve RPG-7 rock-
et launcher operators. This alone may
save a big chunk of your posterior.

The battle rifle is a great tool with
many applications, but it takes some
practice to master it. The soldier must
employ it correctly and with maximum
effectiveness if he is to retire at a ripe
old age. Each combat situation de-
mands a particular rate of fire. Failure
to respond with the correct rate of fire
will mean that not enough effective fire
is produced or ammunition is ex-
pended too fast and without effect. Itis
the proper application of rates of fire
that will avoid this.

Lieutenant Morales won his firefight
and survived to fight again by intel-
ligently expending his ammunition
with the correct use of the different
rates of fire. You can too. %
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tions course, the Civil Affairs Enlisted
course, and the Civil Affairs Officer course.
International Studies

International studies are so important to
special operations that regional background
studies are taught in nearly every course at
SWCS to illustrate the impact of geography
and culture. The two primary courses taught
by the International Studies Department are
the Special Officer Staff Officer course and
the Regional Studies course. The former
program teaches field-grade officers special
operations staff procedures. The Regional
Studies course was formerly the Foreign
Area Officer Department and is designed to
prepare officers for foreign service. The
seven-week course provides selected offi-
cers with background on the regions to
which they have been assigned. This course
is one part of the Army’s Foreign Area
Officer program that also includes language
training and graduate study. The SWCS
course emphasizes cultural, political, and
military concerns. Students also learn re-
search and analysis techniques and the de-
tails of U.S. foreign policy.

Foreign Language

Special Forces soldicrs must have foreign
language capability to accomplish many of
their missions. In partial accommodation of
this requirement, SWCS currently conducts
16-week courses in several foreign lan-
guages and many more are coming on line.
However, this instruction merely aims at
achieving survival level proficiency. For a
variety of reasons, including the difficulty
of releasing SF soldiers for the necessary
time and other readiness related conditions,
efforts to provide working level language
proficiency have been less than successful.
The staff of the Assistant Secretary of De-
fense for Special Operations and Low In-
tensity Conflict is working closely with the
staffs of the Defense Foreign Language
Program, of TRADOC Headquarters, and
of SWCS to develop the programmatic
changes necessary to add depth to this critic-
al area of Special Forces training.

SERE/Combating Terrorism

This training department goes by the long
title of Survival, Evasion, Resistance, and
Escape (SERE) and Combating Terrorism.
The department provides two courses in
SERE and two courses in anti-terrorism.
SERE instruction was designed by former
prisoner-of-war Colonel James N. “‘Nick”’
Rowe, who was recently assassinated in the
Philippines. Students are also taught to sur-
vive in the wild and are given realistic train-
ing in resistance to enemy interrogation and
exploitation.

Anti-terrorism training is designed for
personnel serving overseas on advisory,
peacekeeping, or training missions. The
courses being taught are Individual Terror-
ism Awareness and the Anti-terrorism In-
structor course. Students learn the fun-
damentals of terrorism, and how to survive
a hostage situation and return with honor.

NCO Academy

The SWCS Noncommissioned Officer

Academy teaches leadership. Enlisted sol-

diers learn to direct and train subordinates in
the following fields of service: medical, en-
gineers, communications, weapons and
psychological operations.
Force Support

SWCS is charged with providing many
services to the special operations communi-
ty. Unfortunately, some of these services
were neglected during the ‘‘Dark Ages of
Special Forces’” that followed the conflict
in Vietnam. The revitalization effort that
began under the former commander, Briga-
dier General James A. Guest, appears to be
continuing under the current commander,
Brigadier General David J. Baratto. Im-
provements in the following major activities
are worthy of mention: training and doc-
trine, proponency, combat development,
security assistance, joint integration and in-
formation.

Training and Doctrine

Special Forces have the most difficult
training task of any armed force. They must
be able to fight in any environment on any
level of war. Many units must be proficient
in special infiltraion techniques, and all
units must be able to train indigenous
forces. Special Forces, therefore, have a
great need for training guides and plans. But
most of the necessary training plans are
outdated and units have been forced to piece
together infantry manuals, write their own,
or go without. It is encouraging, therefore,
that SWCS is conducting the mission analy-
sis process needed to produce Mission
Training Plans (MTPs). Forthcoming MTPs
will provide the **how to’" for each Special
Forces mission, from tasking to post-
exfiltration debrief.
. Another problem that has faced SOF is
the lack of doctrine. Published doctrine was
outdated. and joint doctrine did not exist.
SWCS has filled some of the void with the
development of Field Manual (FM) 31-20.
Special Forces Operations. This document
defines the role Special Forces units play
across the entire spectrum of conflict. Most
important, FM 31-20 explains the function
of Special Forces in mid- and high-intensity
conflicts. America’s doctrinal plan for fight-
ing a major war is called the Air-Land Battle.
FM 31-20 will be instrumental in integrating
Special Forces and conventional force capabi-
litics into the combined arms approach needed
for the Air-Land Battle. USSOCOM also has
significant doctrinal role and is currently de-
veloping JCS Pub 3-05, Doctrine for Joint
Special Operations. This manual defines spe-
cial operational terms and roles and will help
overcome some of our inter-service operation-
al problems.

Proponency

The Office of Proponency manages SOF
career fields for the Army. This includes the
Special Forces, Civil Affairs, and Psycho-
logical Operations career fields for officers,
warrant officers, and enlisted. The Office of
Proponency was instrumental in the Special
Forces career field, becoming the Army’s
newest branch for officers. This elevates the
Special Forces to the status enjoyed by in-
fantry, armor, and artillery branches.
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Combat Development

The Directorate of the Combat Develop-
ments designs new SOF equipment, evalu-
ates employment concepts and doctrine,
and adjusts the force structure. Combat De-
velopments is always working to give sol-
diers in the field lighter equipment and bet-
ter protection against the weather. A few of
the many other projects under production
are a secure radio with increased range, an
improved noise-suppressed weapon, a
snowmobile, and a desert mobility vehicle.
One of the most interesting recent develop-
ments is the Tandem Parachute System.
This device allows someone not familiar
with parachuting (like a political figure or a
scientist) to be piggyback infiltrated with a
soldier experienced in military freefall.

Security Assistance

One of the missions of the Special Forces
is to act as a military Peace Corps. Allied
nations are increasingly requesting help
with training their forces or with providing
medical aid to their people. The Security
Assistance Training Management Office
funds and oversees the deployment of the
assistance teams.

Joint Force Integration Directorate

The Joint Force Integration Directorate
(JFID) integrates special operations doc-
trine, training, force structure, and material
in the inter-service arena, as well as within
the Army. JFID evaluates training and
serves as a focal point for war-gaming and
simulation.

MC/Visa & COD

Information

In April 1988, the Public Affairs Office
began publishing a quarterly professional
bulletin called Special Warfare. The bulletin
is more of a journal than a newsletter and
allows SWCS project officers to broadcast
changes and developments. The significance
of Special Warfare is that it keeps the far-
flung Special Forces units abreast of recent
initiatives in training, doctrine, and equip-
ment. It also provides career information
about promotions, schools and assignments.

Conclusion

The John F. Kennedy Special Warfare
Center and School began as a small special-
ty school for partisan warriors. SWCS has
grown over the years, and today it can in-
deed be considered as America’s University
of Special Operations. The United States
has rediscovered the utility of SOF and
SWCS plays a vital role in revitalizing the
forces. Ever increasing demands are being
placed on SWCS and we can only hope that
quality is never sacrificed for quantity. The
premise of Special Operations is that one
lion is better than a thousand sheep. SWCS’
role is to provide the lions. &

LANCE MOTLEY
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instead of ‘‘fuze.”’ The answer is simple:
‘“‘deto’’ is the abbreviation of the French
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l fessional system! The highest quality cards U PI-1 PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR I tion Room for phofo. name! $4.95 l d NSAC Natl. Security Agency I
in the US! " Lost your original? Replace it 13 PP-1 PHOENIX PROGRAM Blount HunIeE STICKER Full’ four g 5 DIAC  Defense Intell. Agency

| now! Each card has been individually () pT-1 PILOT Y e on gt adhesva 1 Q SFC SthspecialForces |}

esigned: ine wording, style and for- (] pA-1 RANGER, US ARMY packed vinyl...$2.00 or 3/$5.00 d AAC  Air America

| mat of each card is unique! 1 SC-1 SECURITY CONSULTANT Bounty Hunter PATCH- Fullfourcolor § O SLC  Seal Team I

I Select from these kits! d SE-1 SECURITY I embroidered patch! $4.95 3 101C 101 Aitborne |

|._1 AA-2 AIR AMERICA, NO.2 id SF-1 SPECIAL FORCES Ig%t;gfsyfﬁg?ffr:e\vél‘é?ﬁ?IghDOPQiSC-?O’ 3 82C  82nd Aitbomne I

-1 NIPER, NO.1 U S-1 SPECIAL INVESTIGATOR f )

lDIQ;-I QL[ZMCYKSBELT © 0 SL-1 SEAL TEAM Business: Laminated 4'x6; $2.00 i ONLY $9.95 EACH! 1
i1 BG-1 BODYGUARD, NO.1 (J SO-1 SPECIAL OPERATIONS SPECIAL BOUNTY HUNTER KiT! ANY 2 FOR $-| 8.00!

| 12 BG-2 BODYGUARD, EXECUTIVE U SP-T SPECIAL WEAPON'S PMT. All of the above $28.95 Al |
0 BH-1 BOUNTY HUNTER, NO.1 [ ST-1  SWAT TEAM h Y pep—

Docri rrearms apPaiseR U SW-1 SUPPRESSED WEAPON'S PMT. N IC : Specialty Cards Are for Novelly Use Only- A

| 2 CO-1 COmBAT PiLOT 2 V-1 VIETNAM VETERAN | INC. cation Purposes: I

I U CP-1 CERTIFIED PARACHUTIST 0 WS-1 WEAPON'S SPECIALIST I 1600 Fairfield, Suite 233-SD Neme I
i CS-1 CERTIFIED SCUBA Any Any Shreveport, LA 71101  pygess

| '_I EDEF _I g(EPLLTésFSERsCEEXPERT Sy 311.95 OS""x'vs e 1 Please add CiyState/ZIF> |

- $3.00 per order )

'] 82-1 EIGHTY SECOND AIRBORNE 45 FREE CATALOG YL : Caro # Ex0.D

| JFB  FEDERAL INTERNALBUREAU CESEPARL) (iTirm postage & handling) ™" — NN esCob g I

\--_----------—-—---J-------J'%M-hec-k-/-o-snﬁ‘%'mﬁJ
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NEAT
STUFF

15MM . BIRD SCARE
LAUNCHER PISTOLS

The most powerful in the world today!
Scare the HELL out of birds {(or any
other pests!)

$14.95 each
Revolver Style #6001 Automalic Style #6002

P

‘15MM  CARTRIDGES

#6007 FLASH/REPORT

These travel 30-50 yards, then explode
with a tremendous charge! More
powerful than an old style M-80
firecracker!!

$29.95 per 100 rounds

#6006 WHISTLE

These travel over 100 Meters giving a
piercing, screaming whistle. VERY
Loub!

$29.95 per 100 rounds

#6008 BLANKS
You must have these to shoot the
above FLASH/REPORT or WHISTLE
cartridges! Extra EXTRA POWERFUL!!
$5.95 per can of 100

EXPLODING TARGETS

2"x2"x%" Peel & Stick Back, Hit the

Bullseye & watch 'em EXPLODE! 10
Targets/Pack. #6705

$25.00 per 4 packs (40) I
$59.50 per 10 packs (100)

$6.95 pack/10 targets
12 GAUGE "BIRD BOMBS"

2 & %" Length. Range 70 meters with
VERY LOUD FLASH REPORT. 25

Cartridges per box. #6102

B

$18.00 per box (25 rds.) <BLAME

$68.00 per 4 boxes (100 rds.) Py
ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS

Minimum Order $25.00. Send payment or card
number & expiration date with a description of the
items wanted. Include statement, "My date of birth
is '
and there are no laws prohibiting me. from
purchasing ammunition. Signed

Georgia Residents add sales tax. All orders must
include shipping charges AND signed statement.
Personal Checks take 3 weeks to clear. Add $3.00
per order - shipping/insurance.
SEND ORDERS TO:
AZTEC INTERNATIONAL Lid.
P.O. Box 1888, Depl. 63
Norcross, GA 30091

DEALERS & DISTRIBUTORS! Send signed FFL

WE ACCEPT

copy for volume prices.
®
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VISA — MASTERCARD — DISCOVER

word ‘‘detonateur.’”” And, well, some
French have been by here. We follow the
technicians as they move up to the front line
with a full load of mines and booby traps;
there are even two Claymores. It’s great
sport! When we arrive everyone is working:
they are deepening the trenches, installing
more barbed wire flush with the ground;
Lance had explained to one of the officers
earlier how to build tanglefoot obstacles, to
prevent the Burmese from passing under the
fences. Lance goes off with the men who are
mining the bank of the Moei River; [ stop to
take some photos of the bunkers and trench-
es, then move out to join him. Like him, I
am going through the barbed-wire barrier
when someone behind me calls out,
‘“‘Mines.”” OK, I'm not going any farther.
Lance is just in front of me standing on a
mound overlooking and taking pictures of
the men who are putting in mines.

Sound of a mortar being fired from the
Burmese positions. I hit the dirt. Lance turns
toward the communist lines and also gets
down. Explosion, concussion in the air, a
cloud of dust. My vision is confused; I have
just taken the blast in my face. Lance’s
silhouette emerges from the dispersing cloud.
He is still crouching, stiff, then slowly falls
over on one side. A groan, and then nothing.
He’s dead, the bastards got him. No, he is still
alive, he moves. He turns a blackened face
toward me, holds out his hand.

‘*Alain, help me.”’

If only I knew where the mines were.

“‘Don’t move, Lance, don’t move.”’

The mortar fires again. No matter, I jump
up. A cry of ‘““Mines’’ too late; the mine
starts hissing. My heart stops and then starts
pounding, but I don’t dare move. But the
initiator fails somehow to detonate the
mine’s primary charge. One of the sappers
clears a passage for me. The mortar shells
fall long, somewhere in Thailand. I can
finally make it to Lance. I drag him to
cover. He’s badly hit and bleeding; his left
thigh has a deep cut about 8 inches long and
of his right hand only the little finger is
intact, the rest is hanging down. The mortar
fires again. Can’t stay here. Somehow, we
get back through the wire. A medic shows
up. Compression bandage, morphine, IV.
They put him on alitter. Now the artillery is
firing. Can’t leave him here. We move out
by short bounds between shells, run and hit
the dirt. Lance is getting paler and paler; he
is suffering from this treatment. One of the
litter-bearers falls, blood running along his
leg. The Burmese artillery is costing us
valuable time. Finally we reach the dugout
canoe and cross the Moei. Lance’s eyes
close. I make him talk, can’t let him sink
into unconsciousness. The medic gives him
another injection; it seems to bring him a
little way out of the mists. Now we’re in
Thailand and they put him in a pickup while
1 go looking for his passport. I rejoin him in
the hospital in Mae Sot. There, I take a tape
recording from him for his embassy, not
knowing that these are his last words.

Some people will think that what hap-
pened to Lance was only an accident. One

more reporter killed doing his job. Having
served in an airborne artillery regiment [ am
well placed to know that this is not the case.
I have several reasons for saying this:

1. During the several days we were at
Komura, the Burmese army only used artil-
lery and never used a mortar. Further, their
targets were always the sawmill and the
headquarters.

2. The place where Lance was wounded
had never been shelled and only Lance was
visible in that sector. Lance was tall and
wore a beard; hence, even with binoculars,
he could not have been mistaken for a
Karen, as I might have been. It is very
unlikely that the Burmese army would have
fired at a single Karen, and especially with
such an intensity of fire.

3. The choice of weapons: a 60mm mor-
tar. This type of mortar is generally used for
close-range direct support of infantry. In
competent hands this weapon is capable of
deadly precision, as in this case.

Everything leads me to believe that the
Burmese, having spotted us, decided to
drive us off or kill us. Further, no attack was
made after the shelling of the camp. This is
not the way the Burmese usually do things.
In fact, since the beginning of the siege of
the Komura camp, the Burmese had never
deployed such a volume of fire without fol-
lowing it up with an attempted assault.
Further, the Burmese always attacked at
night.

Why was the presence of reporters such an
embarrassment to them? Quite simply because
dictatorships like the Rangoon regime are
afraid that people like Lance will report and
condem their actions. This, after all, was
Lance’s profession, his battle. His weapons
were his camera and his pen. His objective
was to report and make known a whole multi-
tude of conflicts which people forget too easi-
ly. He chose this life since in these forgotten
wars the only interest taken by the outside
world is perhaps some day to see a new demo-
cracy sweep away these communist regimes.
And he died for all that because he was a free
man and an American. %

COMMANDO
GUNNERS

Continued from page 29

parachutists. Varying opinions were ex-
pressed as to the relative difficulty in pass-
ing the two courses. Opinion seemed to
depend on whether the speaker wore para
wings or not!

Recruits for the Regiment are all volun-
teers from the rest of the Royal Artillery.
Teams from 29 visit the RA depot and the
Junior Leaders Regiment to speak to the
recruits and convince them of the delights of
life in the Commandos. Any resulting
volunteers are then dispatched to Plymouth
on completion of their basic training.

Other recruits are found from field regi-
ments, perhaps wanting a change of pace.
Applications for transfer to 29 are not
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CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — $2.00 per word per inser-
tion — $40.00 minimum. All ads MUST BE PREPAID and
received by the 1st, four months prior to issue cover date.
Ad copy must be typed or written clearly with authorizing
signature, a telephone number (for our files) and full pay-
ment. Advertisers offering information packets for a fee
must send a sample of packet {packets will not be re-
turned). Name, address and telephone number are to be
included in your word count. EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 2
words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations such as DI, SGT,
20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. Hyphenated
words and telephone numbers are counted as two words.
No personal services ads accepted. We reserve the right
to refuse, delete or change any copy which we determine
to be objectionable. Mail classified ads with payment to
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, Classified Dept., P.0. Box 693,
Boulder, CO 80306.

APPAREL

FRENCH ARMY CAMOUFLAGE , Current Issue Uniforms in
“Lizard" Pattern Camo NEW $70.00 Suit, French Camo Caps
$17.00. A.H.A., Box 21608, Denver, CO 80221 MasterCard &
VISA Accepted! (145)

FOREIGN CAMOUFLAGE uniforms. Unissued, best prices,
vast inventory. Omani, Indian, West German, Hungarian,
Pakistani, Syrian, Egyptian, Russian, Spanish Desert, Chi-
lean, many others. Send for latest listing. 812-876-2171, West-
ern Survival, PO Box 48, Spencer, IN 47460. (147)

VIETNAM “SPECIAL FORCES" TIGERSTRIPE , 1968 Viet-
nam Pattern $70.00 Suit, Boonie Hat $17.00. Tigerstripe
U.D.T. Shorts $25.00, A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221
Mastercard & VISA Accepted! (145}

NEW BOOK CATALOG! 50-page catalog describes over 300
fascinating titles. The best books available on weaponry and
dozens of other subjects! Send $1 to: PALADIN PRESS, PO
Box 1307 9GQT, Boulder, CO 80306. (146}

COCAINE — DRUGS — ARE THEY DESTROYING YOUR
LIFE??? Get REAL answer from an Ex-Addict who will set you
straight. Help you understand yoursslf and your loved ones!
Send TODAY for an eye-opening report that can help you
change your life. $12.95 includes postage and handling. Check
or money order to P. Farina, PO Box 187, Wemersville, PA
19565-0187. (145)

LOWER PRICE. World Intel Report, the best source for hard
data, mailed twice/month. Sample US $1.50 one year US
$19.95. PO Box 1265, Merchantville, NJ 08109. (147)

ARAB CAMOUFLAGE , Egyptian Special Forces Suits
$110.00, Egyptian Desert Suits $110.00, Arab Headcloths
$32.00. All are size Medium. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO
80221 (145)

INTERNATIONAL CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS , Completely
new listing of camo from around the world with Color Photos
$1.00. (145)

BOOKS - PUBLICATIONS

UNARMED COMBAT Survive the sireets! New, ultra-powerful
self-defense system. Hardcore book reveals secrets. $13. Lib-
ra Enterprises, P.O. Box 31719 Dept SOF, San Francisco, CA
94131-0719 (145)

READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOLDIER OF
FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT VERIFY VALIDI-
TY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/OR THE
LEGALITY OF EVERY PRODUCT CONTAINED
HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER HAVE A PROB-
LEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OFFERED
BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD SEEK ASSIST-
ANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL INSPECTOR
AND ALSO CONTACT OUR ADVERTISING DE-
PARTMENT. SOLDIER OF FORTUNE DOES NOT
INTEND FOR ANY PRODUCT OR SERVICE ADVER-
TISED TO BE USED IN ANY ILLEGAL MANNER.

AKA47: THE COMPLETE KALASHNIKOV FAMILY OF
ASSAULT RIFLES by Duncan Long. The Soviet AK47/AKM
assault rifle has spawned many spinoffs worldwide, solid in-
formation on them is scarce. Here are specs, ammo and more
— find out why the AK47 is the world’s most widely used gun.
514x814, softcover, photos, illus., 192pp. Send $17.50 ppd to
Paladin Press, PO Box 1307-9JQK, Boulder, CO 80306. (146)

MILITARY HISTORY, TECHNOLOGY Book and Article find-
ing service. Free brochure. Write: Military/info, PO Box 27640-
SF, Golden Valley, MN 55427. (145)

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Protect property. Win custody.
Sharpest tactics revealed. 228 page book. $16.95. Visa/MC
accepted. EDEN Press, Box 8410-DD, Fountain Valley, CA
92728 (148)

THE SPOOK BOOK: A strange and dangerous look at forbid-
den technology. Jaming police radar, fabricating teflon {tm)-
coated bullets, titanium warheads, activating inert grenades,
high-powered surveillance amplifiers, super-secure data en-
cryption, rocket weapons, how to wear a wire, defeating alarm
systems, forbidden technology marketplace, surveillance
photography, computer viruses, scrambling/descrambling,
ultrasonic weapons, the definitive iliegal fireworks expose’,
and more! 258 pages, 8.5x11, dozens of photos, each page
crammed with hard data! Not a catalog reprint, THE SPOOK
BOOK delivers a fresh and lucid look at the realm of forbidden
technology! $29.95 plus $1.50 domestic shipping. Registry
Distributing, 1616 176th St., Ste 372, Denver, CO 80202. Sold
only to inform. (146)

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
LEARN GOLD, SILVER, PLATINUM SCRAP RECYCLING

business. $75,000 year possible. Spare time. Free informa-
tion: Recycling, Box 11216SF, Reno, NV. 89510-1216. (147)

COLLECTORS
RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN BADGES Medals
Books & Militaria Send $1 for list. Kaplans Box 890638, Lyn-
dhurst, 2106 Johannesburg, South Africa. (147)

WW2 GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, medals, uni-
forms, daggers, camouflage, books. World's biggest catalog
$2. Krupper, Box 1778F, Syracuse, NY 13208. (150)

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials.

NOTICE TO READERS
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is
a magazine of national and interna-
tional distribution. There may be
products for which sale, possession
or interstate transportation may be
restricted, prohibited or subject to
special licensing requirements in

TRACE MISSING PERSONS big money and adventure with
our proven professional techniques. Learn how in our critically
acclaimed bestseller. Send $14.95 to Tower Hitl Press, PO Box
1132, Doylestown, PA 18901. (154)

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY Many unusual informative
books on Electronic Surveillance, Weapons, Investigations,
Unusual Technologies, Documents, etc. Free Brochures:
MENTOR, Dept. G-2, Drawer 1549, Asbury Park, NJ. 07712.

" "UNUSUAL T

Videoc , photographs, literature, Zapruder film. Cata-
logue: $3. Collector's Archives, Box 2, Beaconsfield, Quebec.

HOW 5T6. (150)

WWII WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, swords, helmets,
everything! lllustrated catalog $10. (refundable) Disco, Box
331-X, Cedarburg, WI 53012. (155)

VIETNAM COLLECTOR? Paiches, books, DI pins, T-shirts.
Catalog $1. SATGONG, Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13208.
(150)
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Used in Vlelnam

your state. Purchasers should con- Rie) Powm

sult the local law enforcement au-
thorities in their area.

BEMOAEME 6 1 suppry

R.D. #10 BOX 10419, NEWTON, NEW JERSEY 07860

COMBAT mc-w
ASSAULT VEST ¢ B3

Woodland Camo

89"

§.56mm/7.62mm/Imm SMG

8 large pockets hold 12 30
556 mm magases, 12 762mm
o 12 9mm SMG 2 chesl acces-
soty pockels 2 large inside
pockels hold 12 more magazines.
xmvle, pistol, etc Attaching pomts,
on back lor Alce Gear Quick
release buckles One size s afl

I0201)948-626080
MILITARY COLLECTORS

postpaid. ® German War Badges ® postpaid.

,\ Darts ~ o
fote £ase o +1
ad $2.25 VLS B0 Lt 70p 05 ) 1-DC 98,87

4" POWER-MAG (150 #)2PC$14.97
sursn MAG (225 n)z-pct 14.! 997

2ap damuno%
: og, u.sCONE 23D dartsy9/ 100041
uhmﬂ m §wuzan Hunt tinsser110] .1
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TOLL EREE 470

500! Add 0
hxms:(cm‘;‘m‘m 800-272-3119 Hiser SR
. Box 25051-S Salt Lake City, Utah 84125

OVER 1,100 TITLES—DISCOUNTED
—MANY AVAILABLE NOWHERE ELSE—

PRIVACY « UNDERGROUND BUSINESS « NEW IDENTITY
BLACK MARKET * LEGAL SELF-HELP « SURVEILANCE
SURVIVAL » DISGUISE » CRIME « REVENGE * CHEMISTRY
EXOTIC WEAPONS s FIREWORKS » LOCATING PERSONS
GET RICH s BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY « COMPUTERS
TAX AVOIDANCE * GAMBLING » HIDING THINGS
PLUS MANY OTHER CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECTS
GIANT 112 PAGE CATALOG—S$1 (Ref.)
ADD $1 FOR SAME DAY FIRST CLASS SHIPPING

ANVIL « Box 640383F « El Paso. TX 79904

Black Falcoﬁ*

BOMBER JACKET

LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN

ON
" $9P?ST5PAID

Fires 22 cal. tear
as or blank ammo.
olid metal. 6 shot, cli
ed. Rapid firing. With Fn-

Structions,

For self—protection, theatre, do

training, sports. Purchaser mus

wo shipment to
be over 2I. Money back guarantee. New vork or

wi 3 Calife
\ Dept. TA-11-SF 15ESP:thlAJQ?eYnuse.AVLVEsslb52. New Yorka1‘1::; /
PAGER HOLSTER

PAY
SHIPPING

ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS: Munay Orfar. peraenn
chacks or Visa & Masiar Card gladly accoplod. ND
€00's. All morchan 100% gearaniond. Ausldmnis
of Mlaska, Hiwsll and Pusrte Rics add 5% fur shipplng.

ALL BLACK
TOP-GRAIN LEATHER
* ESPECIALLY TAILORED
FOR BIG-BORE
SHOULDER HOLSTER
CONCEALMENT!

) ) PRESS BUTTON
* This Is Th
"DEUTSCH KOMMANDO" CASE FLIPS
Flight Jacket — Fully OPEN. LABEL
Lined wi/lnside Map MAY VARY.

Pocket, Zip Comp. On
Sleeve, Double-Enlry
Front Pockets, Heavily-
Padded Elbows

N A\ra.llable in Even Sizes 38-52.

f/ ’
L(/ wiek onLy $249.95 o .,

"Worn By Adventurers, ne/'\very >
Pilots and (Foreign — add 25%) Shipping & Ins,
The Toughest Jacket Around

Soldiers World Wide"
CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS
COLOR CATALOG CALL {512) 697-8900
CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO.

% Send Gheck, M.0. PO Box 100724 Dept. SOF-11
%! VISA o MC To: SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78201 ‘é‘ﬁ

Sub — Iron Cross — Wound
Your choice any one = $8.00 or all 3 = $20.00. All are
full size, not miniatures. These made from originals. Your
choice W.W. #1 or #2 (state choice). We have most
complete stock of W.W s-flags,
etc. in U.S.

FITS: DAVIS DERRINGERS
BAUER, BROWNING .25 AUTOS
FREEDOM ARMS .22LR, 1" BARREL
N. AMERICAN ARMS .22LR, 114"

$19.95 plus $1.50 S&H, or two for $34.95

SPLIT SECOND SECURITY, INC.
PO. BOX 16142-S, HOUSTON, TX. 77222

L ( any order).
Our 224 page fully illustrated CATALOG - $5.00.
W.W. 42 Lid. Box 2063-F, St. Louis, Mo. 63158
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Portland, Oregon 97230
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